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Infants Develop Language Naturally
Adapted by Janet S. Hanna, Kayla M. Hinrichs and Carla J. Mahar, Extension Educators 
and John D. DeFrain and Tonia R. Durden, Family Life Specialists
StoryQUEST’s Vision: High-quality early relationships and experiences throughout their daily routines provide each infant and 
toddler with the tools and skills to build a strong foundation for future school readiness. Families, caregivers, and communities as 
a whole collaborate to enable all children to become highly competent in language and literacy. This series was developed as part 
of a national research project — StoryQUEST — through the California Institute on Human Services, Sonoma State University.
First in a series of nine, this NebGuide discusses 










learned	 to	 distinguish	 these	 sounds	 before	 actually	
learning	words.
•	 Baby	talk,	or	“Parentese,”	makes	it	easier	for	the	baby	















tions he/she is engaged in.






















































































this is a rewarding experience for both of you through 
many years.
•	 Make	 time	 for	 songs,	 rhymes,	 and	other	poetry.	No	
matter	 how	 silly	 the	poem,	memorizing	helps	build	
good	reading	skills.
Communication and Language in Play























tions	 of	 the	 2003-2004	StoryQUEST	–	Central	Nebraska	
Community	Services	team.
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